I heard i was aviras. Then, I heard ¢ was a government experiment gone crong. I
heard it was a disease sent by alien imaders to get rid of us, to clear out the planet.
Or, maybe it was just the end of the corld. The Bible talks aboid the dead getting wp
and walking arownd. It happens in Matthec. After Jesus rises from the grave, so do
a bunch of ther pecple. They calk around Jerusalem and greet 2heir Famrily members.
That isnt exactly what happened here. I know all of this because I plarned on
being a priest before I became a sciertist. Now, I m nothing. Just a guy on top
of a science /ad writing down sy Story in this book I Found. Other pecple corote
down their stories, too. So now I m writing down mine. A cationary Zale, really.

And there's a lesson in all of ¢his. The lesson is, dont trust ampthing because God
Chreco all Che retles owt the woindoo.

We tried to £nd a cause. See you cant And a cure wntil you Fnd a cause. We
Started working as socon as we got ourseles a test case. The military grabbed wus wp
and put wus in a bunker with a room #ull of them. e had 24 test subjects all locked
behind glass and tied to Cables. There was a safety procedure: e aleass needed fve
soldiers Ffor each of the subjects present. So we started /ooking for a cause. e
had Ave weeks of study before the bunker became comprorused. I say that like
i means anything. what happened cas everybody got Killed. Everybody but me. I fid
in a small cabinet and listened Zo my Friends get torn to pieces. And the screams.

Ive never heard amithing like 2hat. My grandfadher used to talk about the banshee in

Zreland, bet I never thought I d hear 2. You probably knoew the sound by noeo. I hid
in the little cabinet and waited wunti/ ¢he 5cream/n3 Stopped. I heard other sounds -
Zoo. I was oo Lerrifed o /ook. 1

When I came out of the cabinet, a// that was left was a single test case stil/
tied to the 2able. I decided to continte the work. that e/se could I do? I /ocked

wUs in as best I could and restarded the research. I tested For viruses and bacteria.



A/oz‘/ﬁng. I 2ested for contarnnants of any &ind. /\/oz‘/ﬂng. I dested for mutation in the
brain. Nothing. There cas nothing corong coith it. Nothing except that all the tissue
was dead and it was still screaming. That actil, terrible screan.

Z started doing blood tests. I wanted to observe what happened when its blood
rixed coith mine. I took samples and looked ad them wunder a ricroscope, expecting
Yo See mutalion or contamination. Nothing. I ook samples of its salva and ruixed
i with my blood. Nething. Nething. Ficking ncthing! How the hell was it infecting
others? What was the connection?

After a month of more nothing, I heard sounds in the complex. I fud again and
carted. I heard voices. Human voices. They found me, a small growup of travelers
/ooé/nj For a place Zo fude. I offered 2hem refuge and fioped one of 2herm would have
Zhe :éhow/ea’ge 2o help me cith sty work. There were four of them: a school teacher,
a college student, a carperter and a stay-at-fome mother. None of Chem could help
me. They asked aboud sy work, but I dispissed i, telling them it would be best o
destroy the test subject. They stased for tewo night's before the attack came. THis
time, I was not able to fide. I sao the entire 2hing. And I saco them beat ard rip
Py newo Companions Lo Shreds. Except For the student. They draqged her acay. I do
not know what they did 2o her. All ray life, Ive been driven by curiosity. But I do
net want 2o know any more. I don't want 2o know anithing. I just want o survive.
Becawse nothing means amything anymore. Don ¢ Yrust the sun, don't trust the moon,
don't trust the stars or even gravity. Nothing makes sense. There /s no rore hope.
There is only that scream that wont leave sy ears.

ﬂ]ey ‘e cOM/ng .
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