When I got separated #rom sty wunit, I kneco T was dead. torse than thad. I #neco
i? was only a madter of time betfore Lhey got o me and tiurned me into one of them.
I don'? knowo how they do it, but it isnt with a bite. Ive Seen cwhat happens to the
ones who get bitten. Tt's something else. They drag you aay and do something o
you. And I wasn? aboit to go out like that.

Z had sy pistol cith me. My rifle broke against the face of the enery chen I
was trying to escape this house. That's where I Found the diary. A litde while later,
Z found the girl. This is what happened.

I¢ was dark. I remember that. And it was cold and only getting colder. I could
hear them outside the door. I threw a bookshelf up. Tt wouldn? last long, but it
would last long enough. I had sy pistol. One bullet lef?. I told myself that it I had
one bullet left, I'd make the most of it. So, I put the barrel wunder nyy chin, closed
ry eyes and sad a guiet prajer. I started o Spueeze the triqger cwhen I heard fer
voice.

" What are yout doing? " she asked me. I opened s eyes and pointed the gun
Straight oud. This little girl ducked. She didn't screan.” Don't shoot me,” she said.

Tt ook me a while Lo realize She was SEill human. Then, She told me that she
lost her mommy and daddy. They told her they would meet her ad the high schoo!

JUST wp the road iF they qot separated. And she asked me if I could help her ge? Zo
2he high school.

I started balling right there. She told me not 2o cry. Loud noises make the
rmonsters come. I nodded and 2old her she was right. I 2old her I would help fer
get 2o the high school. Then, she asked me,” Are you a mommy, too?”

I know it's strange, but being a soldier kind of makes you forget things like that.

“Yes," I told her.” I'ma POPIAY) too.”

i



We caited there all nght, listenng to the Sounds outside. te were guiet and in a
tiny room. We didn't make a Single sound.

Zn the morning, we Started making our cway through the street. te moved as
?w‘c(//y as we could. I riqged my backpack so I could carry her. She watched
behind me as e ran. We stopped a feco times o drink From sy canteen and eat the
rations I had in sy backpack. te Found [ittle rooms at right and camped out. In one
of’ those rooms, I Ffound this diary. I cowied to corite in i, but I made myselt a
proruse. I could only crite Something if’ we made iZ o Che high school.

Two days lader, we were moving down the Street, half-tidden by the barricades the
Arony left behind. I was cutting barded coire when She Screamed. I turned to look
and saco what must have been the entire towwn racing down on us.

I ran. I Ffelt her éoanc/nj in the backback. Once, I felt hands erying Zo 3ra.é Aher
acay. I spun around and woithowt thinking, used the last bullet from my pistol. Then,
Z Zurn and ran and ran and ran. Until sy lungs cere bursting, I ran. I could fee/ them
Just behind ws. I could hear her screaming. And then, I saw 2he high school.

Guns on the rooftops. Windows barricaded. Sandbags cwith machine guns. I knewo
what to do. I grabéed her and clutched her Zo ry chest. My body beqged me to stop,
buct if my Lraining Laught me ansthing, it Laught me that the body tricks you. I Kicked
my Feel into that ground as rowunds of ampinition Aew by me. I made it Zo the door
and they slammed that heaty steel betind wus.

Her mother and fadher Found wus while I was still on 2he ground, ¢rying 2o
breathe. She ran to them. They Lhrecw me a guick Lhank you and then rushed back
into the hungry, #riglitened crowd.

I has been two days since I carried her through the metal door. I havent seen

her Since. I dont even know her name.
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